
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 19, 2016 
 

Chairwoman Kathy Connell convened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. at Centennial 
Hall in Steamboat. 
 
PRESENT WERE:  Kathy Connell, Chairwoman, District 6 

Shannon Gifford, District 1 
Ed Peterson,  District 2 
Gary Reiff, Vice Chair District 3 
Kathy Gilliland, District 5 
Kathy Hall, District 7 
Sidny Zink, District 8 
Bill Thiebaut, District 10 
Steven Hofmeister, District 11  
 

EXCUSED:  Heather Barry, District 4 
Nolan Schriner, District 9 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Shailen Bhatt, Executive Director 
   Michael Lewis, Deputy Executive Director 

Josh Laipply, Chief Engineer 
Debra Perkins-Smith, Director of Transportation Development 
Maria Sobota, CFO 
Herman Stockinger, Government Relations Director 
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director  
Mike McVaugh, Region 5 Transportation Director 
Kathy Young, Chief Transportation Counsel  
David Spector, HPTE Director 
Mark Imhoff, Director of Transit and Rail 
Vince Rogalski, STAC Chairman 
John Cater, FHWA Administrator 
Chris Wedor, Director of Audit Division 

 
AND:  Other staff members, organization representatives, 

the public and the news media 
 

An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 
documents in the Transportation Commission office. 
 
Audience Participation 
Tim Corrigan thanked the commission for the dinner the previous night and for 
visiting Routt County. He complemented CDOT for their snowplow and maintenance 
efforts, they are critical to the area. Additionally, he urged the commission to look 
into what can be done to improve HW 131. 
 
Charlie Calcatara, board member representing Simba Run Condomiums spoke to the 
commission. He highlighted the cooperation between Vail and CDOT on the Simba 
Run Underpass project. He stated that Simba Run would like to sit down with CDOT 
before their land is taken, and forgo the State Supreme Court decision. He requested 



the commission direct staff to sit down with Simba Run to move forward with the 
acquisition and the project.  
 
Chuck Anderson, public works director of Steamboat Springs thanked the 
commission for coming out to Steamboat. He stated the partnership between the 
state and community has been very good. Additionally, he asked the commission to 
maintain their commitment to resiliency within the system. When issues such as the 
Glenwood rock fall occur, it puts a large strain on the local system. 
 
Tony Connell, City Council Member for Steamboat Springs brought up to the 
commission his interest in the Bustang Program. Steamboat has a local marketing 
tax, and would be interested in expanding this tax to support a Bustang route to 
Steamboat. 
 
Robin Crossan, member of the Steamboat Springs City Council brought up that when 
I-70 recently was closed, a number of trucks were routed through town. This reroute 
adds additional stress to the roads and creates congestion. She encouraged the 
commission to continue looking into resiliency for the I-70 corridor. 
 
Individual Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Peterson thanked Steamboat for the warm welcome. This month he 
attended the JeffTag meeting, to discuss transportation issues in the Denver Metro 
Area. 
 
Commissioner Hall complimented Steamboat for their welcome. She spoke to the 
importance of transit on the western slope, and that many people in numerous 
communities rely on it. This month she attended two TPR meetings, as well as an I-
70 mountain corridor meeting. She also complemented Region 3 RTD Dave Eller for 
his great work recently. Finally, she brought up that the Governor was in Grand 
Junction this month to discuss bicycle transportation. 
 
Commissioner Zink had the opportunity to go to Washington, D.C. to meet with the 
Assistant Secretary of the USDOT. While there she had the chance to meet with a 
number of Federal departments who all expressed their frustration with the recent 
legislative standstill.  
 
Commissioner Gilliland expressed how important it is for the commission to get out 
of Denver and view the other parts of the state. In May she attended the Colorado 
Cooperation Conference. At the conference there was a consensus that transportation 
is very important to the future of the state and how important a revenue increase is 
for transportation. 
 
Commissioner Reiff attended the groundbreaking of the I-25 and Arapahoe project. 
Additionally, he took a moment to congratulate Commissioner Peterson for being 
awarded from DRCOG for all of his work in the Denver Metro area. 
 
Commissioner Hofmeister thanked Steamboat for their hospitality. In May, he 
attended the Eastern TPR meeting. 
 



Commissioner Thiebaut thanked the public for their comments. He stated how 
important it is to see the parts of the state they are often voting on and thanked 
Commission Connell for the great tour.  
 
Commissioner Gifford thanked Steamboat for the welcome and the good comments. 
She joined Commissioner Zink in Washington, D.C. to discuss improving 
transportation and the issues surrounding it. Additionally, she brought up the 
dissent to the Central 70 project. She stated that the project is very favorable to the 
majority of the population, however there is a small but vocal group that opposes the 
project. She is continuing to meet with officials about the project.  
 
Commissioner Connell welcomed the commission to Steamboat. Additionally, she 
shared a success story about the Highway 9 overpass project. In May, she had the 
chance to attend and speak at the Eisenhower Tunnel Fire Suppression project 
ribbon cutting and was very impressed. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Executive Director Bhatt shared his appreciation for serving with Chairwoman 
Connell as she finishes out her term. He took the opportunity to echo everyone’s 
thoughts on how important transportation is in everyone’s lives, be it major highways 
or basic maintenance throughout the state. Executive Director Bhatt shared his 
frustration with transportation funding with the General Assembly. There is a lot of 
talk about transportation, however by the end of the session there has been no 
action. Finally, he updated everyone on the Smart Cities grant that Denver is working 
towards. 
 
Chief Engineer’s Report 
 
Chief Engineer Josh Laipply updated the commission on construction through the 
system. This summer is looking like one of the bigger construction seasons in a 
while. He laid out for the commission a few projects that the executive management 
team will view very closely to work with the contractor to minimize the impacts of 
construction while building the projects promptly. 
 
HPTE Director’s Report 
 
HPTE director David Spector gave the commission an update on Senate Bill 123, a 
bill that died in committee with thanks to the efforts of staff. Rather than passing the 
bill, CDOT was advocating an administrative solution, and were able to offer a 
number of HOV lanes improvements. 
 
He gave an update on a few projects HPTE has been active on. They have been 
meeting with the Central 70 bid teams as part of the procurement process. He also 
met with USDOT to discuss the TIFIA loans CDOT is applying for. Finally, US 36 will 
be having opening events throughout June as a closeout to that project. 
 
FHWA Division Administrator Report 
 
FHWA Division Administrator John Cater spoke to a number of ceremonies he had 
the opportunity to attend. He stated that a number of those projects followed non-
traditional funding methods to expedited their construction, and that CDOT should 



be proud of their creativity and innovation. An update on the TIGER grant was given 
– Colorado put in some very strong bids for the federal grants. Finally, he gave an 
update on E-470 who has hired a new executive director. 
 
STAC 
Vince Rogalski updated the commission on STAC’s meeting in April. At the April 
meeting STAC talked at length about identifying high priority freight corridor 
projects. Additionally, they worked on the Statewide Plan.  
 
Act on Consent Agenda 
Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Commissioner Reiff moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner Peterson 
seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-1 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Regular Meeting 
Minutes for April 21, 2016, are approved. 
 
Legislative Memorial Designations 
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-2 

 



 
Repeal of Policy Directive 390.0 
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-3 

 
 
Approve Updated Policy Directive 80.0 
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-4 



 
 
FY 16 Maintenance $50,000 to $150,000 
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-5 



 



 



 



 

 



Adoption of the CDOT Bicycle Pedestrian Policy 
 
Resolution #TC16-5-6 

 
Discuss and Act on the 11th Budget Supplement of FY 2016 
CFO Maria Sobota introduced the commission to the 11th Budget Supplement of 
2016 and opened the floor for questions.  
 
Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the 11th Budget Supplement. 
Commissioner Zink moved for approval of the resolution, and Commissioner Gilliland 
seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  
 
Adoption of the FY2017-FY2020 STIP 
CFO Maria Sobota walked through a few minor technical changes to the STIP from 
the draft version. She then opened the floor for questions. She also noted that the 



comments that were received regarding the Central 70 project have been forwarded 
onto the Central 70 team.  
 
Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the adoption of the FY2017-
FY2020 STIP. Commissioner Peterson moved for approval of the resolution, and 
Commissioner Barry seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the 
resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-9 

 

 
 
 
Vail Pass Property Acquisition 
Kathy Young Assistant Attorney General described the process for Eminent Domain 
condemnation that is being followed. This is as a result of a current Colorado 
Supreme Court case dealing with how CDOT goes about using Eminent Domain. She 
stated that the resolution passing today will dismiss the Simba Run case from the 
Supreme Court.  
 
Commissioner Thiebaut suggested an amendment to the resolution stating 
“WHEREAS, Transportation wishes to approve this resolution on condition that the 
petition on condemnation be dismissed by the Attorney General’s office, who is the 
legal counsel of CDOT; and” This amendment was passed unanimously.  



Chairwoman Connell entertained a motion to approve the Vail Pass Property 
Acquisition. Commissioner Reiff moved for approval of the resolution, and 
Commissioner Hofmeister seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the 
resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Resolution #TC-16-5-10 

 



 
 
Appointment Committee 
Chairwoman Connell appointed commissioners Gifford, Hofmeister and Hall to the 
nominating committee for the 2016-2017 officers. They will give their nominations at 
the June TC meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
Chairwoman Connell closed the January Transportation Commission meeting at 
10:18 a.m. 


