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Area Wide Water Shortage

CDOT has received notification from several Contractors that readily available water sources are diminishing.  In some cases, the Contractor has suggested that they may not be able to continue work due to the lack of available water sources.  Due to the extreme drought conditions, CDOT would consider this to be an area wide shortage caused by unusually severe weather.

In accordance with subsection 108.06 of the Standard Specifications, the Contractor would be entitled to an excusable, non-compensable delay.  Obviously it may not be in CDOT’s best interests to delay the project.  Therefore, the Project Engineer may consider compensating the Contractor for justifiable additional costs for water obtained from unanticipated available sources.

Since each project is unique, the Project Engineer will discuss this proposal with the appropriate personnel in accordance with the change order procedures in the Construction Manual.

At a minimum, the Contractor must document/certify the additional cost of obtaining water from unanticipated sources.  In addition, the Contractor shall demonstrate that the extreme drought conditions not poor planning caused the shortage of water. This means that the Contractor shall document the adequacy of their original water source.
Although the major items of work affected by the shortage are earthwork and concrete pavement, landscaping and environmental mitigation items may also be impacted.  Additional information and guidance will be forthcoming in regard to landscaping and environmental watering needs on projects.
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