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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Materials and Geotechnical Branch

4201 East Arkansas Avenue

Denver, Colorado 80222

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Date:

March 12, 2003

To:
Tim Harris Staff Services Director

From:

C.K. Su, Soils and Rockfall Program Manager

Subject:
Policy Memo - 014

WAQTC Soil Technician Certification Fees

Issue:  The Western Alliance for Quality Transportation Construction (WAQTC) needs to increase the registration fees it charges to continue to operate this federally mandated program (as per Federal Highways Administration 23 CFR 637).

Action:  WAQTC is requesting an increase in registration fees from $100 to $200 per student that will primarily go towards funding of a pooled fund study by the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA). The objective of this Pooled Fund Study is to revise and update the existing manuals, training materials, exams, curriculum, and website so WAQTC can remain a regional Training and Certification organization.

Background:  According to the Federal Regulations (23 CFR 637) from FHWA, all sampling and testing of highway materials for Federal-aid projects must be performed by qualified technicians by June 29, 2000.

Since 1995, the Idaho Transportation Department took on the responsibility and cost of running the WAQTC program. At this time, Idaho can no longer dedicate the time and money necessary to continue to keep WAQTC performing at its current level.

The FHWA has agreed to take over this responsibility by creating this Pooled Fund Study that will manage, update, and administer WAQTC.  To do this, FHWA has asked for a monetary commitment from each member state.  The current member states are Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, along with the FHWA.  The commitment will be $8,000 per year for the next 5 years for a total of $40,000 from each member state to fund this Study.

Recommendation:  The WAQTC Agency Qualification Committee (AQC) and the Materials Advisory Committee (MAC) have both agreed and voted for this increase.  Their acceptance is based upon the reciprocity that this regional certification will have and the probability of expanding into other WAQTC modules such as asphalt and concrete.

Comments:  This increase of the registration fee is necessary to cover the operational costs of the WAQTC Soils Certification Program which is required by FHWA 23 CFR 637.  These registration costs are appropriate in comparison to both the American Concrete Institute (ACI) ($200/day) and the Colorado Asphalt Producers Association LabCAT ($200/day) certification programs costs.  WAQTC Soils Technician Certification Program in Colorado is funded by registration fees without CDOT subsidies.

I Concur:







Tim, Harris


Date

Staff Services Director

cc:
T. Aschenbrener


RMEs


J. Wallance (FHWA)

