
Colorado Department of Transportation

Bridge Rating Manual

Purpose

Each major structure in Colorado is rated to determine its safe live load capacity.

The purpose of this manual is to organize the rating process so that the procedures and results
conform to the policies of the Colorado Department of Transportation.  However, this manual should
not overrule sound engineering judgment.

The user of this manual shall have current copies of the AASHTO Standard Specifications for
Highway Bridges, the AASHTO Manual for Condition Evaluation of Bridges, the AASHTO Manual for
Maintenance Inspection of Bridges, and the Staff Bridge Design Manual, and be familiar with
applicable sections of these manuals.

Rating procedures for structure types not identified in this manual shall be developed by the rater
and shall be subject to review and approval.

Disclaimer

The computer programs referenced in this Manual have been tested.
However, no warranty , expressed or implied, is made by the Colorado
Department of Transportation as to the accuracy and functioning of the
programs, nor shall the fact of distribution constitute any such warranty,
and no responsibility is assumed by the Colorado Department of
Transportation in any connection herewith.
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