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GLOSSARY 
 
Access – entry to or exit from a roadway. 
 
Accident rates – measures of the number and frequency of accidents for the volume of traffic 
on a roadway section. 
 
Auxiliary lane – additional lane, usually between interchanges, to improve traffic flow of on- 
and off-ramp vehicular traffic. 
 
Braided ramps – a method of providing direct access to a roadway which separates on- and 
off-ramp traffic to produce more efficient ingress and egress. The term ‘braided” refers to the 
visual appearance of the ramps from an aerial view. 
 
CDOT noise abatement criteria – noise levels specified in CDOT’s formal adopted policy that 
determine when abatement measures will be considered. 
 
Collector-distributor – a one-way road parallel to the main traffic lanes providing access to or 
from more than one ramp; collects traffic from on-ramps or the main lanes, and distributes traffic 
to off-ramps or back to the main lanes; minimizes the number of interactions with thru traffic, 
which can increase capacity and safety. 
 
Congestion – state of overcrowding on a roadway, making movement slow or difficult. 
 
Delay – the difference in travel times between congested and non-congested traffic conditions. 
 
Environmental justice – a 1994 Presidential Executive Order 12898 directed every federal 
agency to make environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing the 
effects of all programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low-income 
populations. 
 
Hook ramp - a method of ingress and egress between two parallel roadways in which a travel 
lane transitions with a curved movement from one roadway to the other. 
 
Hot-spot analysis – air quality analysis at an individual intersection. 
 
Level of service – the standard used to evaluate traffic operating conditions of the 
transportation system and a measure of congestion (delay per vehicle). The scale varies from A 
(free flow of traffic) to F (severe congestion or breakdown of traffic flow). 
 
No-Action Alternative – a future scenario in which the subject facility is left in its existing 
condition. The No-Action Alternative may include safety and maintenance actions that are 
required to maintain roadway operation. 
 
Noise abatement – reduction of noise levels by use of a noise barrier or other means. 
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Peak hour – a continuous 60 minute period that experiences the highest volume of the day. 
Urban roadways typically experience these peaks in volumes during the morning and evening 
commute hours. 
 
Right-of-Way – real property and rights that are used for the construction, operation, or 
maintenance of a transportation or related facility. 
 
Riparian habitat – habitats including hydrologic, geologic, and vegetative features associated 
with a waterway (stream or river). 
 
Slip ramp – a method of ingress and egress between two parallel roadways in which a travel 
lane transitions horizontally from one roadway to the other, seemingly allowing vehicles to “slip” 
from one to the other.  




