
STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
HQ Safety and Traffic Engineering Branch 
4201 E. Arkansas Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
(303) 757-9654 
303.757.9219 (Fax) 

March 20, 2007 

TO: 

FROM: 

CDOT Regions, Transportation Officials 

Gabriela Vidal 
Colorado nt of Transportation 

Branch Manager 

SUBJECT: Federal Rail-Highway Crossings Program 

Applications for federal Rail-Highway Safety lmprovement Project funds for FY 2009 through FY 201 1 
are being requested at this time. Applications are due by July I, 2007. Applications should be sent to: 

Colorado Department of Transportation 
Safety and Traffic Engineering Branch 

4201 E. Arkansas Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80222 

Attn: Dahir H. Egal 

The enclosed application form should be used. It has been modified to reflect multi-year scheduling. 
All requests should be for the three-year period beginning FY 2009 through FY 201 1. The requested 
improvement must be for an eligible activity covered under this program. Projects should be identified 
by year requested. If you would like your candidate project considered for each of the three years until 
funding is granted or funding has been exhausted, please indicate this on the application by checking 
the boxes for all three years. Funding is also contingent on the continuation of the Federal Safety 
program as it has been historically. It is anticipated that the application process, final analysis, and 
notification of approval or denial will be completed by the end of September, 2007. 

CDOT regions, cities, counties, and incorporated towns may submit applications. Any project selected 
for this federal funding is subject to inclusion in the Statewide Transportation lmprovement Program 
(STIP) and, if in an urban area, in the appropriate Transportation lmprovement Program (TIP) of the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). A copy of your completed application should also be sent 
to the appropriate MPO. 

Please see the enclosed program overview for additional information on program purpose, eligible 
activities, and funding. Electronic copies of the application form Request for Federal Funding of 
Railroad-highway Crossing Safety Improvements may be accessed at this website: 

htt~:l~.dot.state.co.us/rraffk Manuals GuidelinesIHES and RRX.asp 

If you have any questions, please contact Dahir Egal at 303.757.9344, or e-mail him at 
dahir.eslal@dot.state.co.us. 

Thank you in advance for your interest in this important and beneficial transportation safety program. 
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Rail-Highway Crossings Program 
 
 
Source: Section 130, United States Code (23 U.S.C. 130) 
 
Purpose: To develop and implement safety improvement projects to reduce the number and severity of 
train collisions with motor vehicles and non-motor vehicles, e.g., pedestrians, at rail-highway crossings. 
 
Eligible Activities: All public crossing safety improvements are eligible for funding.  Project types 
include: signing and pavement markings, active warning devices, illumination, crossing surfaces, grade 
separations (new and reconstruction), sight distance improvements, geometric improvements to the 
roadway approaches, and closing and/or consolidating crossings. 
 
RAIL-HIGHWAY AT-GRADE CROSSING PROTECTIVE DEVICES: 
This part of the program provides federal funds for the installation of “protective devices” which are 
defined as: installation of standard signs and pavement markings; installation or replacement of active 
warning devices; upgrading active warning devices, including track circuit improvements and 
interconnections with highway traffic signals; crossing illumination; crossing surface improvements; and 
general site improvements.  On such projects, eligible project costs will be paid with 100% federal 
funds.  Proposals will be evaluated based on the risk of future accidents, and benefit/cost 
considerations. 
 
RAIL-HIGHWAY GRADE SEPARATIONS AND OTHER SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS: 
This part of the program covers other types of safety improvements as listed above in the paragraph on 
eligible activities.  Funding for such projects is available at a 90% federal share, with the remaining 10% 
to be paid by state and/or local authorities, and/or the railroad. 
 
Indirect and Other Project Costs:  This program is administered by CDOT for which there may or may 
not be an indirect cost or overhead charge of approximately 2%.  This indirect cost is not eligible for 
federal funding.  In addition, a sponsoring agency may be required to furnish essential project support 
including but not limited to temporary signing and/or traffic control. 
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