


NAAQS

In accordance with the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency has established National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six
“criteria” pollutants considered harmful to public health
and the environment:

Ozone (O3)Carbon Monoxide (CO)Particulate Mat-

ter (PM2.5 and PM10)Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)Sulfur
dioxide (SO2)Lead (Pb)

At various times over recent decades, the standards for
the first three listed pollutants have been violated in
the Denver area and other Colorado communities. Air
quality impacts are considered in the environmental
analysis that is prepared by CDOT for transportation
improvement projects.
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