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Meth Lab Debris

For some road construction projects, the Colorado
Department of Transportation (CDOT) needs to acquire
private property for use as highway right-of-way. In
some cases, the property may have been used as a se-
cret laboratory to make various forms of methamphet-
amine (“meth”), an illegal drug. Meth lab debris also is
sometimes dumped along highway right-of-way.

A typical meth lab includes a collection of bottles,
glassware, hoses, and pressurized cylinders that contain
highly poisonous and corrosive chemicals. The toxic
chemicals used in the cooking process contaminate the
entire building, making it uninhabitable.

Any time that potential meth lab debris is discovered,
the local law enforcement agency should be called
immediately. Meth lab debris should be handled only
by trained and properly equipped Hazardous Material
personnel.
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