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Glenwood Canyon

About 150 miles west of Denver on Interstate 70,
motorists drive through scenic Glenwood Canyon, a
12.5-mile stretch of highway along the Colorado River.
Built from 1980 to 1992 at a cost of nearly a half bil-
lion dollars, this segment completed Interstate 70 and
construction of the U.S. Interstate Highway System.

In addition to its historic nature, the Glenwood Canyon
project is considered a marvel of context-sensitive engi-
neering design. Care taken to incorporate the interstate
improvements into the fragile canyon environment
while leaving as much of the flora and fauna intact as
possible.

Former Federal Highway Administration Administrator
Thomas Larson described the Glenwood Canyon seg-
ment of [-70 as “a world-class piece of environmentally
sensitive engineering” and “a scenic byway that is one
of the wonders of the interstate system.”
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