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Archaeological Resources

Archaeology is the scientific study of historic or prehis-
toric peoples and their cultures by analysis of their arti-
facts, inscriptions, monuments, and other such remains.
Archaeological resources are the material remains of
past human life or activities which are of archaeologi-
cal interest.

In Colorado, prehistoric resources date to the time
before sustained European contact with Native Ameri-
can populations. Historic archaeological resources are
locations with remains from the historic period since
Furopean settlement.

Archaeological resources found within State High-

way right-of-way belong to the State of Colorado. In
compliance with Federal and State laws, the Colorado
Department of Transportation endeavors to avoid ad-
verse effects to significant archaeological remains when
undertaking highway improvements.
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