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Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Implementation of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 is guided at the State level by the State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). On Native
American tribal lands, however, the Act specifies that
historic preservation efforts are instead guided by the
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPQO) where a
THPO has been designated, or the cultural representa-
tive where a THPO has not been designated..

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)
consults with THPOs when a road project could poten-
tially affect a resource of interest to Native Americans.
Historic properties of religious and cultural significance
to one or mote tribes may be located on ancestral,
aboriginal, or ceded lands beyond modern reserva-

tion boundaries. For this reason, CDOT consults with
THPOs not only from Ute tribes in southwestern Colo-
rado, but also from tribes elsewhere that may have an
interest in the project.
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