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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

When a major transportation project or other Federal
action is likely to have significant social, economic or
environmental impacts, the National Environmental
Policy Act requires preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement, or EIS.

An EIS evaluates the impacts of a number of reason-
able alternatives. The agency is not required to select
the alternative with the least impacts. Normally, the
EIS process results in three main products: the Draft
EIS, the Final EIS and a subsequent Record of Deci-
sion.

The Colorado Department of Transportation partners
with the appropriate federal agencies (e.g., Federal
Highway Administration, for road improvements} to
prepare EISs for Colorado transportation projects.

Regulations: 40 CFR 1500-1508
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