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Environmental Tradeoffs

Meeting transportation needs often involves consid-
eration of alternatives (technologies, locations, design
details) that would have different environmental im-
pacts. Selecting the preferred alternative often involves
making tradeoffs.

For example, is it more important to avoid impacts to a
residence or a business -- a farm or a community park?
The answers to these questions depend on input from
the agencies, communities and individuals that would
be affected by the decision. Public and agency input is
an important part of the decision-making process.

Under federal law, some types of resources have more
regulatory protection than others. Examples of highly
protected resources include wetlands, historic sites, and
the habitat of endangered specics.
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