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Herbicide Use for Noxious Weed Control

Herbicides are one of the methods used by the
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)

to control the spread of noxious weeds along State
Highway corridors. Herbicides are chemicals that
destroy or inhibit the growth of certain plants, es-
pecially weeds. If not applied properly, herbicides
have the potential to damage non-targeted plants,
and to otherwise cause harm to humans and ecosys-
tems.

Herbicide use along CDOT highways is allowed
only by Certified Operators who are licensed by the
Colorado Department of Agriculture, or by other
persons in the presence of a Qualified Supervisor.
To obtain certification, these specialists must dem-
onstrate detailed knowledge of proper use, herbicide
regulations, safety precautions, public safety pre-
cautions, and environmental protection.
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