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Camelthorn
(Alhagi pseudathagi)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on
his or her property. The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

Camelthorn is an erect perennial shrub that grows from
1.5 to 4 feet tall. The stems are hairy when the plant is
young. As the plant matures they become smooth and
branched with sharp yeliow tipped spines up to 1.75
inches long. Leaves are blue-green with smooth edges
and are lance-shaped. They are more apparent on lower
branches. Flowers are found towards the ends of the
branches on short stalks of spines or small branches.
Flowers are pea-shaped in clusters of

1 to 8 and are brown to reddish-purple.

For control, mechanical methods are not recommended.
More details about this species and an herbicide to con-

trol it are available online at http://www.colorado.gov/
agfweeds.
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