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Dyer’s Woad

(Isatis tinctoria)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on
his or her property. The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

Dyer’s woad acts as winter annual, biennial, or short-
lived perennial that grows from 1 to 4 feet tall. The
basal rosette produces stalked, bluish-green leaves
covered with a fine hair. Leaves have a white mid-rib
on the upper surface. The flowers are numerous, yellow
and very small. They are clustered on the upper portion
of multi-branched stems. Seed pods are winged and
slightly pear-shaped. They change from light green to a
shiny purplish-black as they mature.

When populations are small, hand-pulling is an effective
approach. More details about this species and herbicides
to control it are available online at http://www.colorado.

gov/agiweeds,
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