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Hydrilla
(Hydrilla verticillata)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on
his or her property. The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

Hyadrilla is a submersed AQUATIC plant that can grow
to the surface and form dense mats. The stems are
slender, branched, and up to 25 feet long. The leaves are
small and pointed. They grow in whorls of four to eight
around the stem. The leaf margins are distinctly saw-
toothed. This plant produces tiny white flowers on long
stalks. It also produces overwintering buds at the leaf
axils and tubers attached to the roots in the mud.

Hand-pulling offers short-term control, while dredging
is effective but cost-prohibitive. More details about this
species and herbicides to control it are available online

at_http://'www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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