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Myrtle Spurge
(Euphorbia myrsinites)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on
his or her property. The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation controls these weeds on its right-of-way..

Myrtle spurge is a low growing perennial with trail-

ing fleshy stems. The leaves are fleshy, blue-green and
alternate. Flowers are inconspicuous with yellow-green,
petal-like bracts that appear from March to May. Plants
can grow up to 8 tol2 inches in both height and width.

This weed contains a toxic, milky sap which can
cause severe skin irritations, including blistering.
Wearing gloves, long sleeves, shoes, and eye protec-
tion is highly recommended when in contact with
myrtle spurge, as all plant parts are considered poi-
sonous. More details about this species and herbicides
to control it are available online at http://www.colorado.

gov/ag/weeds.
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