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Yellow Starthistle
(Centaurea solstitialis)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on his
or her property. The Colorado Department of Transpot-
tation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

The yellow starthistle is a winter annual that is blue-
green, has a vigorous taproot, and produces bright yel-
low flowers with sharp, stiff spines sutrounding the base
of the flower that extend up to (.75 inch long. Yellow
starthistle grows from 1 inch to 4 feet tall. Basal leaves
are 1 to 3 inches long and deeply lobed while upper
leaves are smaller and narrower.

Pulling is an effective control method for this weed, but
be careful of the stiff spines. Bag the plant carefully to
avoid spreading seeds. More details about this species
and herbicides to control it are available online at http://

www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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