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Quackgrass
(Elytrigia repens)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Quackgrass is a perennial grass that grows to 1 to 4
feet tall if unmowed. Its spikelets are in 2 long rows
and borne flatwise to the stem. The florets have short,
straight awns or are awnless. The hairless lcaves of
quackgrass are constricted near the tips. Leave blades
are 0.25 to 0.5 inches wide, flat and pointed.

The key to control of quackgrass is preventing the estab-
lishment of dense stands. Once it becomes established,
it is hard to control. More details about this species

and herbicides to control it are available online at http://

www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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