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Russian Knapweed
(Centaurea repens)

The Colorade Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Russian knapweed is a perennial that can grow up to 3
feet tall. The stems and leaves are covered with short,
stiff hairs. The flowers are urn-shaped, pink to purple,
and are solitary at the tips of the upper branches. The
small flowers are 0.25 to 0.5 inches in diameter. Unlike
other knapweeds, this type has pointed, papery tips of
the rounded bracts that surround the flowers.

This weed spreads by its aggressive horizontal root
system. Mow frequently to stress the plant’s nutrient
reserves. More details about this species and herbicides
to control it are available online at_http://www.colorado.
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