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Spotted Knapweed

(Centaurea maculosa)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-

owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed

wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-

rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
-on its right-of-way.

Spotted knapweed is a short-lived perennial forb that can
grow up to 4 feet tall. Unlike other types of knapweed,
this spotted type has black-tipped bracts at the base of
the flower. The stems are openly branched on the upper
half of the plant. Urn-shaped flowers are solitary on the
end of each branch tip. Flowers are pink to purple, and
rarely white, on flowerheads that can grow 0.75 inch
long. Leaves are small, oblong and divided.

For mechanical control, dig when the soil is moist, and
remove the entire taproot as well as all lateral roots.
More details about this species and controlling it are

available online at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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