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Yellow Toadflax

(Linaria vulgaris)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Yellow toadflax, also called “butter and eggs,” is a peren-
nial that grows 1 to 3 feet tall. The leaves are narrow,
linear, and 1 to 2 inches long. The stems are woody at
the base and

smooth toward the top. The showy flowers resemble
snapdragons. They are bright yellow with a deep orange
center and have a spur as long as the entire flower. This
plant develops an extensive root systemn.

Handpulling or digging is not recommended for eradica-
tion of yellow toadflax because it is unlikely that the en-
tire root will be excavated and thus, a new plant is likely
to sprout. More details about this species and control-

ling it are available online at http://www.colorado.gov/
ag/weeds.
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