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Jurisdictional Wetlands

Wetlands that are associated with “waters of the United
States” fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) and are referred to as
jurisdictional wetlands. Wetlands that are not associ-
ated with waters of the U.S. are called non-jurisdictional
wetlands.

If a highway project would impact jurisdictional wet-
lands the project sponsor must first consult with the
USACE regarding permitting under section 404 of the
Clean Water Act.

CDOT follows a policy of no net loss of wetlands. This
policy is applied not only for the jurisdictional wetlands
covered in a Section 404 permit but also for non-juris-
dictional wetlands.
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