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Rare Plant Field Guide

A useful tool for the identification of rare plants in Colo-
rado is the Rare Plant Field Guide. This guide was de-
veloped in 1997 and updated in 2002 for several federal
agencies by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program.

The guide presents photos, drawings and basic data
regarding Colorado’s 14 threatened or endangered plant
species plus 170 other sensitive species.

As part of the environmental process for CDOT road-
way improvements, qualified biologists examine the
project area to determine whether or not any rare plants
are present. If rare plants are present, efforts are made
to avoid, minimize and mitigate any adverse impacts,
in accordance with requirements of the Endangered
Species Act and CDOT’s Environmental Stewardship
Guide.
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