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Gunnison’s Prairie Dog
(Cynomys gunisonii)

Federal status: Candidate for listing
Colorado status: Not listed

This rodent grows to an adult height of 12 to 15 inches
and a weight of 23 to 42 ounces. The dorsal color is
yellowish buff intermixed with black hairs. Compared
with other prairie dogs species, Gunnison’s has a much
shorter and Hghter color tail, and the hairs in the distal

half of the tail are grayish-white, rather than pure white.

Habitat: This species inhabits shortgrass and medium
grass prairie in central and south-central Colorado, and
statewide in New Mexico. It is found in a wide eleva-
tion range from 6,000 to 11,000 feet in 20 Colorado
counties
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