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Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse
(Zapus hudsonius preblei)

This small rodent has an extremely long tail, large hind
feet and long hind legs. It has a distinct dark, broad
stripe on its back that runs from head to tail and is bor-
dered on either side by gray to orange-brown fur. The
adult is approximately 8 to10 inches long, with over 60
percent of this being the tail.

Habitat: Typical habitat for this species is well-devel-
oped plains riparian vegetation with adjacent, relatively
undisturbed grassland communities and a nearby water
source. These riparian areas include a relatively dense
combination of grasses, forbs, and shrubs. This mouse is
found in 13 Colorado counties along the Rocky Moun-
tain Front Range from Wyoming to Colorado Springs.
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