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Plains Minnow
(Hybognathus placitus)

This fish grows to a maximum length of five inches at
maturity. Its color is olive or yellow-green color, with
brassy reflection on the sides. It has a small mouth,
slightly overhung by the snout. The dorsal fin is
pointed, with its first ray longer than the second or third
ray. The dorsal and anal fins have 8 rays.

Habitat: In Colorado, this species historically inhabited
mainstream channels of Eastern Plains rivers, but has
been rare since the early 1900s. Despite being nearly
undetectable in the South Platte River system in recent
decades, a relatively large and widespread population
has been “rediscovered” in 2002, giving hope for the
future.

Plains Minnow
(Hybognathus placitus)

This fish grows to a maximum length of five inches at
maturity. Its color is olive or yellow-green color, with
brassy reflection on the sides. It has a small mouth,
slightly overhung by the snout. The dorsal fin is
pointed, with its first ray longer than the second or third
ray. The dorsal and anal fins have 8 rays.

Habitat: In Colorado, this species historically inhabited
mainstream channels of Eastern Plains rivers, but has
been rare since the early 1900s. Despite being nearly
undetectable in the South Platte River system in recent
decades, a relatively large and widespread population
has been “rediscovered” in 2002, giving hope for the
future.

Plains Minnow
(Hybognathus placitus)

This fish grows to a maximum length of five inches at
maturity. Its color is olive or yellow-green color, with
brassy reflection on the sides. It has a small mouth,
slightly overhung by the snout. The dorsal fin is
pointed, with its first ray longer than the second or third
ray. The dorsal and anal fins have 8 rays.

Habitat: In Colorado, this species historically inhabited
mainstream channels of Eastern Plains rivers, but has
been rare since the early 1900s. Despite being nearly
undetectable in the South Platte River system in recent
decades, a relatively large and widespread population
has been “rediscovered” in 2002, giving hope for the
future.

Plains Minnow
(Hybognathus placitus)

This fish grows to a maximum length of five inches at
maturity. Its color is olive or yellow-green color, with
brassy reflection on the sides. It has a small mouth,
slightly overhung by the snout. The dorsal fin is
pointed, with its first ray longer than the second or third
ray. The dorsal and anal fins have 8 rays.

Habitat: In Colorado, this species historically inhabited
mainstream channels of Eastern Plains rivers, but has
been rare since the early 1900s. Despite being nearly
undetectable in the South Platte River system in recent
decades, a relatively large and widespread population
has been “rediscovered” in 2002, giving hope for the
future.



