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Pawnee Montane Skipper
(Hesperia leonardus montana)

Federal status: Threatened
Colorado status: Not listed

The upper side of this butterfly’s wing is brownish red
with distinct yellowish spots near the outer margins.
The underside is brown with cream spots. The wing-
span is from 1.5 to 2 inches.

Habitat: This species is found in dry, open, Ponderosa
pine woodlands at elevations from 6,000 to 7,500 feet.
The slopes are moderately steep with soils derived from
Pikes Peak granite. The understory is limited in the
pine woodlands. Blue Grama grass is the larval food
plant, and the prairie gayfeather is the primary nectar
plant. The species is found in Douglas, Jefferson, Park
and Teller counties. The total known habitat within the
range is estimated to be 37.9 square miles.
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