New Intercity Bus Services Notice – Grant Application for Calendar-Year 2013 Section 5311(f) Funding:
Application for New Intercity Bus Service in Calendar Year 2013 will be accepted by CDOT for any new services proposed in the state.  To apply for funding for a new route, applicants must submit an application for NEW intercity bus service by 5 p.m., Friday, May 4th, 2012.  The application for NEW intercity bus services is a separate application than the one for continuing funding on an existing service/route. Prior to submitting an application for new intercity bus services, applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CDOT at the contact below to discuss the proposed project/route:  
John Valerio, Intercity Bus Program Manager
Colorado Department of Transportation
Office:  303-757-9769

Email:  John.Valerio@dot.state.co.us
For calendar-year 2013 services, CDOT is highlighting one intercity bus route in the state that would be a partial replacement of a former route.  In September of 2011, Greyhound ended their intercity bus service on a route between Salt Lake City, UT - Grand Junction, CO - Durango, CO - and Albuquerque, NM.  In response, the three DOT’s involved (CDOT, NMDOT, and UDOT) have discussed the possibility of replacing the service over the full route or segments of the route.  While no agreement has been established amongst the three states to replace the full route, CDOT has received considerable input from communities along the Colorado portion of the route expressing their interest in replacing service between Durango and Grand Junction, CO.  

CDOT is therefore calling attention to this route between Durango and Grand Junction and will accept new applications for FTA 5311(f) funding for calendar year 2013 service.  Potential applicants must use the application for NEW intercity bus services and propose an operating plan that addresses: connections with the national intercity bus network in Grand Junction, administrative and financial capability, and total estimated operating expenses and estimated revenues.  Applicants must also make a specific request for 5311(f) operating funds.
There is currently no private operator providing service on this intercity bus route.  CDOT is seeking to determine whether there is a capable and cost-effective intercity bus operator interested in operating this Durango-Grand Junction route and whether that operator wishes to seek FTA 5311(f) subsidy for that route.  CDOT does not grant operating authority to operate such a service, and is not assuming operational or financial responsibility for such a route, but it does recognize the potential need for service on this route and is willing to consider reasonable requests for financial assistance on the route if a private or public operator is willing to seek authority to operate on the route.  

Applicants must identify a funding level request and a service approach for consideration.  Upon reviewing responses to this application, CDOT will choose the most responsive applicant with the best value, and will then determine whether it can come to favorable terms with the selected applicant.  CDOT will prioritize intercity bus funding requests based on need and available funding.  CDOT reserves the right not to contract for any service if a responsive applicant is not found or if the requested funding levels for the service are not within its priorities.  
Applications for Durango-Grand Junction service must submit an application for NEW intercity bus service and must complete the written responses and the attached Excel spreadsheet/cost proposal summary of the proposed service.  
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