Purpose and Need

The purpose of the Twin Tunnels project is to improve eastbound highway safety and mobility in the
Twin Tunnels area of the I-70 Mountain Corridor. The project is needed to address safety concerns
and mobility challenges due to high traffic volumes and geometric conditions (narrow tunnel, sharp
roadway curves) that result in inconsistent and slow travel times through and west of the project area.

Safety Needs

Crash Numbers and Types (Jan. 1, 2006-Dec. 3, 2010)
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** Other may include Overturning or Wild Animal if less than 4 percent of total crashes.

Mobility Needs

Average Daily Traffic Volumes at Twin Tunnels (Jan. 2009-Dec. 2011) Percent of Time Spent Traveling at Different Speeds
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The real and perceived narrowness of the tunnel creates a bottleneck for traffic on 1-70
that causes congestion upstream.
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