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5.0  2025 Traffic Volumes 
 
It was determined that a reasonable method to increase the traffic volumes from the five 
year period from 2020 to 2025 would be to determine the population growth rate 
predicted for those years, and use the same rate for the traffic. Since the adjustment is for 
a relatively short time period, this method was deemed reasonable. 
 
According to Colorado State Demographer population projections for La Plata County, 
the population is anticipated to grow at an average rate of 1.8%/year between 2020 and 
2025. This rate was applied to the US 550 2020 “non-seasonal” volumes to calculate 
2025 volumes as noted in Table 5. 
 
Table 5 – US 550 Traffic Projections – Non Seasonal 
US 550 Segment 2020 (ADT) 2025 (ADT) % Growth/Year 
State line to CR 318 11680 12770 1.8% 
CR 318 to CR 302 10800 11808 1.8% 
CR 302 to US 160 12080 13207 1.8% 

 
The “seasonal” volumes were not adjusted the same. Since hotels and resort hotels 
generate less traffic than homes, the growth rate was assumed to be half of the 1.8% rate 
and is noted in Table 6. 
 
Table 6 – US 550 Traffic Projections – Seasonal 
US 550 Segment 2020 (ADT) 2025 (ADT) % Growth/Year 
State line to CR 318 14500 15164 0.9% 
CR 318 to CR 302 13620 14244 0.9% 
CR 302 to US 160 14900 15583 0.9% 

 
6.0  Peak Hour Volumes 
 
The peak hour percentages of the ADT that will be used for 2025 analysis are based on 
the peak hour percentages observed with the summer 2001 counts. Generally the morning 
(AM) peak hour was 6.7% of the daily traffic; the evening (PM) was 8.7%. These 
percentages along with County road forecasts and existing intersection counts will be 
used to evaluate intersections along US 550 for year 2025 as needed. 
 




