
Planning and Environmental Linkages Study

OPEN HOUSE

Welcome to the

Thank you for attending! This is an Open House format, 
there will be no formal presentation. Please visit the project 

information boards around the room.  
Project team members are available to discuss your 

questions and comments.



What is a Planning and
Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study?
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PEL is a study process that is typically used to identify transportation issues 
and environmental concerns. It can be applied to make planning decisions 
and for planning analysis. These decisions and analyses, for example, can 
be used to identify and prioritize future projects, develop the purpose and 
need for a project, determine project size or length, and/or develop and 
refine a range of alternatives. PEL studies should be able to link planning to 
environmental issues and result in useful information that can be carried 
forward into the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. The 
adoption and use of a PEL study in the NEPA process is subject to a 
determination by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
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Study Process and Schedule
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Stakeholder Kick-Off
Meeting

Corridor Conditions
Assessment

Stakeholder Interviews

Visioning Workshop

Purpose and Need

Alternatives Development
and Screening

PEL Report

Stakeholder Involvement
• TAC  • EC  • Small Group Meetings
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2014 2015

Public Meeting

Public Meeting

The objective of the US 85 PEL Study is to develop a strategic vision for
US 85 between I-76 and the Town of Nunn. The goal of the study is to 
identify safety, operational and other transportation needs along US 85 and 
determine the short-term and long-term transportation priorities. The study 
will consider the US 85 Access Control Plan and determine if aspects of that 
plan need to be refreshed. Short-term and long-term improvements will be 
prioritized through a collaborative process with stakeholders and the public 
along the corridor.

The final product will include a series of projects with an implementation 
plan that will help CDOT and local communities to position the corridor for 
funding.



Purpose and Need Summary
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Purpose of the Proposed Action
The purpose of transportation improvements along the US 85 corridor is to 
improve safety, reduce existing and future traffic congestion, provide 
efficient access for existing and future development, and improve 
multimodal mobility and connectivity.

Need for Proposed Action
These transportation improvements are needed to address:

Safety Problem: There are a higher than expected number of crashes at 
several intersections and along the US 85 corridor.

Mobility Problem: The ability for people to move across and along the 
corridor is substantially impacted by traffic congestion, inadequate 
intersections that fail to accommodate users’ needs, and unreliable travel 
times. These conditions are expected to worsen in the future as the 
region grows.

Access Problem: The current number, locations, and design of public 
roadway accesses has contributed to traffic operational and safety 
deficiencies along the corridor. This is exacerbated by the proximity of the 
highway and railroad tracks in several locations, which further contributes 
to operational and safety deficiencies, especially for large commercial 
vehicles.

Alternative Travel Modes Problem: Infrastructure for alternative travel 
modes (transit, pedestrian, and bicycle) along and across US 85 do not 
sufficiently serve the existing or future needs of populations and travel 
patterns along the corridor. Transit dependent residents along the 
corridor have limited or no access to public transportation for essential 
services, such as medical appointments.
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High Crash Locations
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Railroad Crossing Distance from US 85
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Posted Speed Limits
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Corridor Deficiencies
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Obstruction too close to roadway Roadside ditch

Narrow shoulders Railroad crossing close to US 85

Steep slopes Steep slopes

Poor sight distance Poor access management



Estimated Household Density Growth

DRCOG & NFR MPO
Estimated Models (2009-2035)
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NFR MODEL AREA 33,401 49,432 48%

25,645 53,614 109%

59,046 103,046 75%

DRCOG MODEL AREA

TOTAL

Existing
HH

2035
HH

Percent
Growth
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Estimated Employment Density Growth

DRCOG & NFR MPO
Estimated Models (2009-2035)
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NFR MODEL AREA 41,972 77,634 85%

25,924 37,839 46%

67,896 115,473 70%

DRCOG MODEL AREA

TOTAL

Existing
Jobs

2035
Jobs

Percent
Growth
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Historic, Existing, and Future Traffic Volumes
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