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PARENT ARTICLE – for parent newsletters

How Parents Can Help Their Teen Drivers Stay Safe and Alive

It’s no secret that teen driving is risky. In fact, according to the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of teens in Colorado, and many more are severely injured every year. Often the causes of those crashes involve inexperience, distracted driving and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  In Colorado in 2006, 25 people were killed in crashes involving a teen who was driving impaired.
Alcohol is a huge temptation for kids, especially with prom, graduation and summer driving just around the corner. And sometimes it is even tempting for parents to offer their teens alcohol because they believe drinking is a right of passage and that it is OK to give minors alcohol as long as they aren’t driving. But parents should know that it is indeed illegal for them to supply alcohol to minors, even when their teens are not driving. Parents are both civilly and criminally liable for supplying alcohol to minors, even for at-home parties.

As a concerned parent of a teen driver, you should never condone underage drinking because the consequences (to you AND to your teen) are dire and often tragic. Here’s what you should know about alcohol and teens:

· You can be sued if you give alcohol to anyone under age 21, if they hurt someone or hurt themselves or damage property.

· Law enforcement officers can take any alcohol, money or property used in committing the offense.

· You cannot give alcohol to your teen’s friends under the age of 21, even if they are staying at your house and not driving.

· If you have supplied a minor with alcohol, who then is caught driving under the influence, both of you will lose your driver’s license.

· Colorado has a Zero Tolerance Policy regarding teens and alcohol. Even possessing it and not drinking it is illegal.
Here are some steps parents can take to keep your teen safe:

1) Most importantly, talk to your teen about the dangers and health impacts of alcohol.  2) Learn the law.  3) Refuse to supply alcohol to minors, even for “special occasions” such as prom and graduation. 4) Be at home when your teens have a party and make sure alcohol is not brought into your home or property. 5) Talk to other parents about not providing alcohol at events. 6) Create alcohol-free opportunities and activities. 7) Be sure to visit www.coteendriver.com for more information on Colorado’s teen driving laws (GDL). 8) Finally, report events or establishments selling or providing alcohol to minors by calling toll free at 877-662-4643.
The GDL laws are in place to help ease teens into driving. The law places many restrictions on today’s teens, including limitations on the number of passengers allowed in a vehicle driven by a teen, restricted nighttime driving and a requirement that all passengers wear seat belts. All restrictions are in place to help keep teens safe while they gain valuable experience on the road. However, it is not enough to just have a law, parents can and do play a critical role in ensuring that the law is followed.  
Parents should coach their kids about what and what not to do. And they should also be good role models for their teens. That means parents should always buckle up when driving, never use a cell phone in the car and never condone drinking and driving.  Together, we can save more young lives and help ensure a brighter future for Colorado.

